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1 . Pursuant to the remand under 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(1 ) by the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences on 3/27/07 for further consideration of a rejection, a 
supplemental Examiner's Answer under 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(2) is set forth below: 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all . 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 31,39,40,41,42,44,1 1,12,13,26,27,and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Magill (US 6,855,422) alone or optionally taken with 
Quon (US 4,623,579). 

Magill teaches a fabric (which embraces woven, knitted and non-woven) made from a 
multi-component sheath core fiber of polyamide such as nylon6, for example. Magill 
further teaches the core and sheath can contain a colorant (which is generic and 
includes phosphorescent colorant and a fluorescent colorant) or fluorescent whitening 
agent (is another name for a fluorescent colorant). See col.4 Lines 28-31, claim 9, col.7 
lines 40-43, and fig 2, for example. Magill teaching of a colorant is generic and includes 
luminescent colorant and non-luminescent colorant. Magill still further teaches the 
sheath core fiber may comprise virtually any percentage by weight of the core member 
and the sheath member such a cross sectional area of about 10 % to about 90 % by 
weight. See col. 9 lines 50-55 and col.23 lines 20-31, for example. Magill yet still further 
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teaches the multi-component sheath core fiber can be staple fibers (to form web) or 
woven or knitted (which is a continuous fiber) in col. 25 lines 8-24. 
Magill reference discloses ranges for the claimed components that encompass and 
substantially overlap the claimed range which produces a reasonable expectation of 
success that Magill's multi-component sheath core fiber meets the claimed invention. 
Quon is cited to show that a colorant as disclosed in Magill is generic and includes 
phosphorescent colorant and fluorescent colorant. 

Given the teaching of the references, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art to have produced a sheath core fiber with a core within the 
claimed range in view of Magill alone or optionally taken with Quon. 
4. The appellant must within TWO MONTHS from the date of the supplemental 
examiner's answer exercise one of the following two options to avoid sua sponte 
dismissal of the appeal as to the claims subject to the rejection for which the Board 
has remanded the proceeding: 

(1) Reopen prosecution. Request that prosecution be reopened before the 
examiner by filing a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 with or without amendment, affidavit, or 
other evidence. Any amendment, affidavit, or other evidence must be relevant to the 
issues set forth in the remand or raised in the supplemental examiner's answer. Any 
request that prosecution be reopened will be treated as a request to withdraw the 
appeal. See 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(2)(i). 

(2) Maintain appeal. Request that the appeal be maintained by filing a reply 
brief as set forth in 37 CFR 41 .41 . If such a reply brief is accompanied by any 
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amendment, affidavit or other evidence, it shall be treated as a request that prosecution 
be reopened under 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(2)(i). See 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(2)(H). 

Extensions of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) are not applicable to the TWO 
MONTH time period set forth above. See 37 CFR 1.136(b) for extensions of time to 
reply for patent applications and 37 CFR 1 .550(c) for extensions of time to reply for ex 
parte reexamination proceedings. 

A Technology Center Director or designee has approved this supplemental 
examiner's answer by signing below: 
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